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EDITORIAL NOTES 


66 REACH the Gospel to every creature,” said our Lord 
Jesus Christ to the first disciples when He appeared to 


them after His resurrection. He had taught them while 
He was yet with them, and after His ascension they went forth 
to make known the glad tidings. In Mark 16: 19-20, we read: 

“So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was re- 
ceived up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 

“And they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them and confirming the Word with signs fol- 
lowing.” 

From that time to the present the Word of God, when plainly 
and directly preached to the minds, the hearts and the consciences 
of the people in every country of the world, has been followed by 
signs of souls redeemed, lives uplifted, hearts purified, and bless- 
ings from heaven, spiritual and temporal, upon all who have be- 
lieved. And everyone who has had experience of these blessings 
has been zealous to share them with others. Thus the Gospel has 
been spread. The people who have become children of God by 
this preaching, and know by experience that He has received them 
into the household of faith, are as truly the Lord’s disciples as 
were those whom He first called to come and follow Him. 

When on a certain occasion, as we read in Matthew XII, some 
one told Jesus that His mother and brethren stood without, de- 
siring to speak with Him, He said, “Who is My mother? and who 
are My brethren ?” 

“And He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and 
said, Behold My mother and My brethren! 

“For whosoever shall do the will of My Father who is in heaven, 
the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.” 
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The Gospel is Not Preached to Roman Catholics 

All through the life and work of Christ on earth He taught the 
Gospel to the people—‘repent and believe, the kingdom of God 
is within you.” He established no great organizations or 
churches, in the Roman Catholic sense, but He told His disciples 
to go into all the world and preach the same Gospel. In every 
Protestant Christian church in all countries the same message of 
salvation—repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
only Mediator between God and man—is preached. He has all 
power in heaven and on earth and every true Christian has access 
to Him directly and personally, without the intervention of other 
human agencies. Whosoever will, may come unto Him. This 
Gospel is not preached in the Roman Catholic churches. The doc- 
trine of that Church is “another gospel.”” As a consequence, the 
people are not benefited by it. There is no uplift for humanity 
where that Church has been dominant. There is no certainty even 
for the devout Roman Catholic that he is a child of God, and that 
the Father's forgiveness for transgression and disobedience has 
been granted for the sake of His Son, who died for our sins and 
rose again that we by His power might be reconciled to God in 


1 


the enjoyment of the Father’s love. 


Roman Catholic Churches in Europe Without Worshippers 

A visit to the great basilicas and fine churches in the Catholic 
countries of Europe would make any Christian sad. The archi- 
tecture and decorative art mav please the esthetic taste, but those 
magnificent buildings do not represent the Christian ideal of the 
worship of God, “in spirit and in truth,” any more than the pagan 


temples of old or those of the Orient in our day. In those great 


churches very few persons are to be found at the services even 
on Sundays. Though the music may be harmonious to the ear, 
and the vestments of the priests resplendent in gold, silver and 
precious stones, the ceremonies do not attract the people. They 
are weary of these medieval exhibitions. A learned Italian his- 
torian has said that the pagan temples of ancient Rome had more 
worshippers than are to be seen in the modern Roman Catholic 
churches. 
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Empty Churches Also in Spain 

Even in Spain, the last stronghold of Romanism in Europe, the 
great cathedrals are empty during the hours of service. Mr. Jean 
Rodes, the special correspondent of the Paris Temps, as conserva- 
tive and reliable a paper as our own New York Tribune or the 
London Times, who was sent to Spain during the Summer to 
report on the conditions there when the hierarchy threatened revo- 
lution against the Government, writing from Madrid in the issue 
of that paper for August 29, 1910, in a long article, from which 
we translate some extracts, said: 

[ have visited many of the churches. The barbarous mixture 
of sumptuousness and bad taste, with a curious atmosphere of 
mystical, realistic and carnal devotion, interested me. I took 
account of the number of persons at worship. Though the doors 
are open only three or four hours a day, the chapels, with their 
rich decorations, were deserted. No one prayed before the statues 
of the Virgin, which were brilliant and dazzling with diamonds 
and clothed with rich garments of velvet and silk; much less at 
the feet of Christ, represented sitting, pitiful and naked, the visage 
inclined on the breast, the features frightfully drawn, and the 
body covered with blood. At Seville, on a Sunday morning, at the 
principal service in the vast cathedral, I counted only sixty per- 
sons. The following Sunday I made the same observation in the 
famous primatial basilica at Toledo. At Cordova in one of the 
great churches I heard a priest preaching on the occasion of a 
festival of perpetual adoration, when there were only fifty persons 
present. 

The whole article is so instructive that we would like to trans- 
late it all. The journalist says there are not at all as many images 
of the Virgin and saints in the houses and at the highway cross- 
ings in Spain a’s there used to be. Surely that country is ready 
for the Gospel. 


The Queen of Spain Wheedled into Romanism 


When Princess Ena of Battenberg, the granddaughter of the good 
Queen Victoria, promised to marry the young King of Spain it 
was definitely understood, says the London society paper, The 
Week-End, in a recent issue, that she was not to be rebaptized. 


The Pope, however, and the ecclesiastical authorities insisted 
that she should be, and she had to be. They further made her 
subscribe to the Royal Roman Catholic declaration of faith, 
which is perhaps more violent than any in existence, and in mak- 
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ing which the young Princess was obliged to express the fervent 
hope and belief that all the members of her family, including 
those dearest to her and all those with whom she had grown up 
and loved, would be damned in this world and the next. 

It was a very cruel thing to have done, and in British official 
circles they have not forgotten it; so that when Roman Catholics 
over here complain that certain phraseology is wounding to their 
religious feelings, it is considered that they should give a 
thought as to what happens elsewhere in countries where their 
faith is supreme. 


Che Protestant blood of the young Queen will ultimately assert 
itself, as in the case of the Caldwell sisters, the Baroness von 
Zedtwitz, and the late Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville, the 
founders of the Catholic University at Washington. The Queen's 
mother, the Princess of Battenberg, whom the young King and his 
consort recently visited in England, is a strong Protestant. When 
she visited her daughter in Madrid she insisted on having 


Protestant services in her apartments in the royal palace, despite 
the protests of the Jesuits. 


Union of Church and State—Vigilance Necessary 

It is a sign of the Editor’s returning health that, though he is 
still in Europe he has been able to contribute so many articles to 
this issue of THe CoNvertTep Catnotic. It may be that he has 
written too much for the comfort of the reader who likes variety 
and is more interested in the unwholesome progress of Rome in 
America than in the decay of Romanism in Europe. But it is 
hoped good will be done by these articles. The Roman Church 
in America is assuming proportions that will be a menace to our 
free institutions. The London Times, September 2, 1910, in re- 
porting the preparations made for the Eucharistic Congress in 
Montreal, said: “The vestments of cloth of gold to be worn by the 
Cardinals and other dignitaries are being specially made in Can- 
ada. A chasuble of cloth of gold decorated with maple leaves has 
a painting representing the union of Church and State, with these 
words: ‘Quod Deus Conjunxit, homo non separet.”’ 

There is the everlasting claim of Rome—“What God has joined 
together, man must not separate.”” No American prelate at that 
congress protested against such doctrine. He dare not. Ameri- 
cans must be on their guard. 
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EUROPEAN NOTES 


By The Editor 
II 


ELIGION, and especially the decaying form represented by 


the Roman Church, has occupied a large space in the 

public press in Europe this season; and the few American 
papers to hand have been equally alert to the importance of 
subject. 


this 
Early in the Summer the Papal Encyclical lauding St. Charles 
Borromeo and reflecting on the Reformers of the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury so angered the Germans that the Pope was compelled to sup- 
press its circulation in the land of Luther. Then on July 25th the 
following despatch from Rome appeared in all the European 
papers—and presumably also in the American press: 


A group of rich Protestants, Germans and Swiss, have just 
purchased in Rome the palace in front of the great Church of St. 
Peter, which occupies the entire space of the square. The pur 
chasers of this fine palace intend to demolish it and erect in its 
place a great Protestant temple. This news has produced a great 
sensation in the Vatican. 


That was a tangible, forcible and magnificent demonstration of 
Protestant sentiment. The Vatican vilification of the Protestant 
Reformers has been rebuked in such a manner that Pope Pius X 
will not soon again cast aspersions on the heroes of the Reforma- 
tion. 

In the same week in July the most widely circulated paper in 
Italy, /] Corriere della Sera, of Milan, had a long despatch from 
Rome announcing the conversion of a distinguished priest who 
embraced the Protestant faith, and declared that there were many 
other priests, and even ecclesiastics of high station, who were 
ready to leave the Roman Catholic Church and become Protest- 
ants. The Vatican policy, he said, is to make slaves of the priests 
and the people, while the atmosphere of the Twentieth Century 1s 
full of the breath of liberty and progress, even in Italy. “Surely,” 
he said, “Almighty God does not want His children on earth to be 
in bondage to such men as direct and control the religion of the 
Roman Church. We must come out of the pestiferous atmosphere 
of the Vatican or we cannot be free men or children of God.” 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


HONEST, CAPABLE AND INDUSTRIOUS CONVERTED PRIESTS 

This season also several priests in France have cast aside the 
cassock and donned secular clothing to mark their separation from 
the Church of Rome. They go out into the world, as one of them 
said, “without a trade or profession to keep them from starva- 
tion, but it is better to face the chance of a livelihood in the most 
humble calling than to continue officiating at altars which do not 
represent Christianity rightly.” 

Those priests who take up the first position that offers itself, 
no matter how humble it may be, give evidence of good faith, and 
by earnest, honest application to the work on hand they will surely 
advance to better positions. Just before leaving New York I 
advised a priest who came to Christ’s Mission in June to take hold 
of any honest work that he could do during the Summer, when 
the colleges and schools were closed and no teaching could be had. 
He was an eloquent Franciscan preacher, and his relatives in New 
York wished him to continue in the priesthood. But he said, 
“No, I will work as a common laborer before I ever say mass 
again or preach doctrines which are false.” 

He went out to Berwick, Pa., and as he was young and robust 
he found work on the railroad, and when he called at Christ’s 
Mission to get his papers and a letter of recommendation he said 
he expected to become the “boss” of the gang of workmen before 
the Summer was over. Then in the Fall he would seek an 
entrance to a Protestant seminary to prepare for missionary work. 
We told him the way would surely open and that he was the type 
of man Christ’s Mission was most anxious to help. Most of the 
priests who have come to us have been as industrious and zealous 
as this Franciscan. We cannot do much for the lazy monks. 

In every country of Europe the best element of the priesthood, 
men of character and learning, continue to protest against the 
medieval policy of the Vatican. A despatch from Munich, August 
20th, published in all papers, announced that a learned professor 
in the ecclesiastical college of Passau, Dr. Otto Sickenlager, had 
been excommunicated. The despatch said further: “Dr. Sicken- 
lager had been an advocate of reform in the Roman Catholic 
Church, and when told to desist from propagating his views, and 
warned by the Archbishop, he declared he was ready to take the 
consequences. The Church will perish, for priests and people 
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will abandon it unless reforms take place. Dr. Sickenlager 
abandoned his ecclesiastical functions, and after his excommuni- 
cation was appointed a professor in a Protestant institution at 
Fulda. 

“There has not been in Bavaria a public excommunication like 
that of Dr. Otto Sickenlager since the celebrated Dr. Doellinger, 
the founder of the Old Catholics, was formally excommunicated 
by the Archbishop of Munich in 1871.” 

Dr. Doellinger was one of the most learned men in Europe, a 
distinguished ecclesiastical historian, whom the great English 
statesman, William E. Gladstone, extolled for his vast stores of 
erudition and his noble Christian character. 

Being in Europe this season for rest and recuperation after 
the hardest year’s work of his life, the editor has been physically 
benefited and his spirit enlivened by the great events that have 
heen transpiring in the religious world. If he can prolong his 
stay and obtain full restoration of health he hopes and trusts in 
the good providence of God that he will be good for another 
decade of usefulness and happiness in the work of Christ’s Mis- 
sion and this Magazine. 

ss FS SF 


GOOD WORDS FROM DR. SANDERSON 

In a letter from New York, dated August 4th, the venerable 
and beloved Rev. Dr. Joseph Sanderson said : 

“Your very welcome communication was received, conveying 
the pleasant intelligence that you had a good voyage, had been 
greatly benefited thereby, and had met some good old friends in 
the Dutch Reformed Church at the Hague. Both my daughter 
and [ hope that these good tidings are but harbingers of better 
things yet awaiting you, as the rich clusters of grapes brought by 
the spies from Canaan to the Israelites in the wilderness were the 
forerunners of the rich, goodly product of that land they were yet 
to enjoy. I have often thanked God that you left New York for 
a much needed vacation and escaped the continuous torrid weather 
which we have had here. 

“I hope you will obtain much information of the progress of 
evangelical religion in Europe, and also of the uprising of Spain 
against the proceedings of the Vatican. It seems that King 
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Alfonso is in favor of the liberal movements of his Government, 
which will eventually succeed. I am glad you are so near to 
observe and learn at first hand the progress of events and the up- 
shot of the crisis. 

“But while observing these great events and learning so much 
that will be useful to us all, I hope you will keep the fact in view 
that your health is at stake, and that you need rest for recupera- 
tion. I need not say to you that God has said to such as you: ‘I 
will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him, and honor him, with 
long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation.’ Your 
friends here earnestly wish all these blessings to yourself and your 
good wife, to whom we lovingly send our best regards.” 

Dr. Sanderson, who is the Nestor of the Presbytery of New 
York, learned, distinguished and honored, will preach in Christ’s 
Mission, New York, Sunday afternoon, October 2nd, when we hope 
a large congregation will greet him. The Rev. Dr. Bertram M. 
Tipple, of the Methodist Church in Rome, will be the preacher at 
the afternoon service on October gth; and we hope other clerical 
friends will conduct the services during the remainder of the 
month. Then Bishop William Burt will be among the preachers 
in November ; and thus I may be able to prolong my vacation and 
visit Austria and Bohemia to observe the progress of the 
“Los von Rom” movement and, above all, to see “at first hand,” as 
Dr. Sanderson says, the wonderful events in Spain, where that 
country is shaking off the yoke of Rome. 

ses sS S& 
ROME DISPLAYING HER POWER IN AMERICA 

While I am writing these “Notes” at Interlaken, Switzerland, the 
first week in September, and observing the progress of Protestant 


Christianity and the decay of Roman Catholicism in Europe, the 


North American continent is flooded with accounts of the proceed- 
ings of the “Eucharistic Congress” at Quebec, where Cardinal Van- 
nuteli, of Rome, “the Papal Legate,” is the principal figure. This 
great assembly of Roman Catholics is held nominally for the glori- 
fication of “Transubstantiation,” the central doctrine of the Roman 
Church, which was explained as wholly unscriptural in the Sep- 
tember CONVERTED CaTHoLic. In reality the hosts of Rome as- 
sembled in Canada at this time from all parts of the world are 
demonstrating the prestige and power of the Vatican in the new 
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world. A demonstration on such a scale with its ceremonious 


parades would not be tolerated in any European country. Two 


years ago when the Congress was held in England the procession 
was not allowed to pass through the streets of London. Even in 
Spain, in the present temper of the people, such an exhibition of 
Papal arrogance would not be permitted. In August the Spanish 
hierarchy had determined to invade San Sebastian, the Summer 
residence of the royal family, with an army of 100,000 to march in 
procession as a protest against Premier Canelejas and the liberal 
ministry. But the Government gave notice that such a parade 
* would not be permitted, and the railway managers were forbidden 
to transport the peasants from the Catholic provinces to San 
Sebastian. Several priests who had organized the processions 
and collected funds for arms and for the transportation of the 
people were arrested and imprisoned as revolutionists who sought 
to excite the populace. 

Great surprise is expressed by all intelligent persons in Europe 
that such latitude should be allowed the Roman Church in Amer- 
ica. The power of Rome has not been used for the good of the 
countries where its rule had been supreme, and as it is the boast 
of that Church that it never changes, statesmen and thinkers 
marvel that the Americans should be so blind as to consequences 
of their extreme toleration. Some time their eves may be opened— 
perhaps after such a conflict as has deluged European countries 
with blood. 

s&s SF 
“THE CONFLICT BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE VATICAN” 

That has been the heading of articles in scores of European 
papers during the month of August, all condemning the policy of 
the Vatican and lauding the Spanish Government for its liberal 
and progressive course. The editorial in the Paris New York 
Herald of August 2nd was headed, 

“THE POPE IS PLAYING WITH FIRE” 

One of the foremost papers of Europe, the Paris Temps, in its 
survey of the situation, said the cause of the conflict was twofold— 
the limitation of the numbers and power of the religious orders 
who had poured into Spain like a flood after their expulsion from 
France, and those also who had fled from the Philippine Islands, 
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and the opening of public Protestant places of worship. “In 
Spain,” said the Temps, “the Catholic religion alone has the right 
to have church buildings. Those of other forms of worship are 
simply tolerated, and cannot display any external sign, while their 
principal entrance must not be on a public street. The permission 
accorded by the recent decree, to place those signs in front of non- 
Catholic temples and to erect buildings in public places, has been 
the chief cause of all the trouble.” 

Che Vatican could let the religious orders look out for them- 
selves, but it could not tolerate religious liberty. As it has been 
beaten in this respect in Italy, so it will be forced to swallow the 
bitter dose in Spain and see Protestant churches rise up every- 
where in that country. Here is a field for the missionary activities 
of all Christian people. God grant that Protestant Americans will 
have a.conspicuous place in this great work of the future, when 
the land of the Inquisition will resound with the songs of Zion, 
and the Gospel, “which is the power of God unto salvation for all 
ho believe,” will be proclaimed from the housetops. 

es Ss 
SPAIN READY FOR PROGRESS AND ENLIGHTENMENT 


W 


[hat the example of other Catholic countries in curbing the 


power of the Roman Church and establishing religious liberty has 


had its effect on the Spanish people, whose minds have been 
gradually opened to liberal ideas, is evident from an important 
communication that appeared in the Paris New York Herald, 
August 26th, from a former member of the Cortes, who writes as 
follows: 

Maprip, August 20, 1910. 

Allow me to state through your valuable paper the real facts 
about the clerical problem in Spain, from a true Liberal stand- 
point. 

First of all, it must be understood in foreign countries that 
Spain is not now as Catholic as she is used to be represented 
abroad. It is true that in the country, in some provinces, specially 
the Basque and Navarre, the rural masses, through their ignor- 
ance, ate very fanatical. It is true also that plutocracy and 
aristocracy appear to be Catholic, some for the sake of fashion and 
some for business ; but in the provincial capitals and large cities all 
over Spain more than seventy per cent. are not really Catholic. 
True believers are very few. The Church knows it, and knows 
also that its davs are fast passing away; but it is struggling hard 
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to retain its present privileged position, upheld mainly by the 
State’s decided protection. 

And what is yet more irritant for us Liberal Spaniards is the 
monastic side or aspect of the question. Spain is literally a prey 
of religious communities. They do not pay any tax at all, neither 
territorial nor industrial; they do not pay succession duties and, 
though residing in splendid palaces, they have to pay no rent. 
When they have to plead before civil courts they are entitled to do 
it as poor litigants and so to be exempted from any expenses. 
Monks and seminarists are free from military service. In these 
conditions they are able to start ins titutions and make a deadly 
competition to all established industries in the country and almost 
monopolize some of them, teaching for instance. Briefly, they 
accumulate all kinds of privileges “and enormous we: lth, thrive 
and live a prosperous life, while last year 111,000 Spaniards, and 
for the first six months of the present one 57,000 more, driven by 
hunger and poverty, had to leave their fatherland. 

That is the real situation. Can any civilized country support it 
for a long time? We Liberal Spaniards are quite conscious that 
progress here is utterly hindered by the privileged position of the 
Catholic Church and its monastic communities, which aim chiefly 
to withhold from the people political power and to heap up all the 
possible wealth of the nation. 

We are engaged in our last battle against the Roman Catholic 
Church, and we know that it will be hard fought by each side, but 
we are decided to evolve a civilized and European people, and not 
an Asiatic or African one. 

We want to restore by any means to the Spanish nation its 
ancient supremacy of the civil power, that made its past greatness ; 
we want a subdued Church, reduced to its spiritual mission, sO 
that every inhabitant of Spain feels free to embrace the religion of 
his own choice, and to be born, marry and die without interference 
other than his will, according to his convictions. 

If the present dynasty, like the Savoy one in Italy, takes side 
with this progressive and patriotic movement, it w ill consolidate 
and enhance its peaceful succession. If, on the contrary, it takes 
side with the Church, revolution is inevitable and it shall partake 
the Church’s fate. 

Our motto is: A Spain free and European without any inter- 
ference from Rome. 

Jose Costa Rosetto, Ex-Diputado a Cortes. 
es Fs SF 


PRIESTS EVERYWHERE REBELLING AGAINST ROME 


As in Italy, so in Spain, many of the best men in the priesthood 
sympathize with the progressive movement, and when the law of 
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liberty of conscience is in full force they will be found with the 
people who are resolved to be rid of Rome rule. As in Italy also 
some of the Spanish priests may resort to violence against the 
hierarchy. On August 18th the Paris New York Herald and sev- 
eral other papers published the following despatch from Rome: 

At Tieve (Venetia) the archpriest of the cathedral was killed by 
a shot to-day while celebrating mass. His assassin is a priest who 
was refused an ecclesiastical charge by the archpriest. 

On the same day the Milan Corriere della Sera had a long 
despatch from Palermo, Sicily, giving an account of the assassina- 
tion of a priest, Filippo Di Forti, forty-two years of age, by a man 
named Jacolina, who said he had suffered wrong in a business 
transaction with the priest. The latter had just celebrated mass 
in the Capuchin Church at San Cataldo, and was shot down in 
the street by the assassin, dying instantly. 

SHOTS FIRED IN ST. PETER’S, ROME 

The Milan paper, /] Corriere della Sera, which is read every- 
where in Europe, in its issue of August 29th, had a two-column 
despatch from Rome detailing the incidents of a sensational epi- 
sode in St. Peter's great church during vespers Sunday afternoon, 
August 28th. While all the canons and other high priests of the 
church were chanting the service, suddenly three revolver shots 
aimed at Monsignor Faberi, the vicar’s secretary, rang out in the 
great temple. There were very few Romans at the service, but 
two thousand visitors were present. A panic ensued, anc the 


yriests and the crowd fled in confusion. ‘Fortunately the three 


bullets did not hit Monsignor Faberi, but found a target in the 
statue of Pope Paul III. The shots were fired by a monk named 
Beltramini, who had come to obtain permission to become a secular 
priest. He said he had been ill treated by the Holy Office of the 
Inquisition, and while he did not intend to kill any person he 
had a grievance against Cardinal Respighi, and took this means of 
publicly calling attention to his case. When taken before the 
officers he gave evidence of being a well-educated man. He said 
the Inquisition had made him an atheist. 
F SF SF 
EVANGELICAL PROTESTANTISM SPREADING IN EUROPE 
In my intercourse with the pastors and people of the various 


countries | have visited this season, our attendance at religious 
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services, and the interviews with various persons, I have learned 
some interesting facts concerning the progress of evangelical re- 
ligion in Europe. The outlook is very bright for a simple form 
of Christianity such as prevails in the United States, where there 
are no State churches bound by traditions. In every country the 
people are learning that they can worship God without the inter- 
ference of potentates in Church or State, and when the direct 
preaching of the Gospel is presented to them they realize what a 
privilege and a blessing it is to have access to the heavenly Father 
through His Son Jesus Christ as the great High Priest and only 
Mediator. 

The Protestant settlers in America brought their Bibles with 
them, and in the study of the Book they learned how plain and 
simple the religion of Christ was. Everyone was free to follow 
his own conscience, in the light of the Holy Spirit, in the worship 
of Almighty God. This is what the countries of Europe are 
struggling for to-day. The great Italian statesman, Count Cavour, 
whose centenary was celebrated in Turin in August, took for his 
motto: “A Free Church in a Free State.” The progress of the 
Christian religion in the United States has been so marvelous that 
Europeans are looking on with envious eyes, hoping for such de- 
velopment in the spiritual life in their own countries. In the 
intellectual sphere and in judicial procedure America owes a 
great debt to Europe. How can it better pay this back than by 
sending missionaries with the message of salvation that has made 
our country, with its ninety millions of people, the foremost repre- 
sentative of a free Church in a free State? A Gospel message, 
full and free, such as we enjoy, will be welcome in every country 
of Europe, and especially among the peoples who have been de- 
ceived by the false doctrines of the Roman Church. That religion 
must be good and true which has made America the most free, the 
most progressive, and in all respects the greatest nation in the 
world. That is the sentiment prevailing among the masses of the 
people in Europe. 2 & & 

BISHOP BURT'S GREAT WORK IN EUROPE 

In the delightful interview we had with Bishop William Burt 

and Dr. B. M. Tipple in Lucerne, which was referred to in the 


September CONVERTED CATHOLIC, it was a great pleasure to learn 
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of the progress of Christianity by the Methodists in Europe. As 
we said in the “Notes” for the September issue, Bishop Burt's 
name is a household word among Christians in the various coun- 
tries where he has labored for nearly a quarter of a century. 
When he entered upon his work in Europe there were very few 
Methodist churches. Now there are ten Conferences, with 510 
ministers, 70,000 communicants, and more than 400 deaconesses, 
all of whom are trained nurses. The educational institutions of 
the Church are numerous and constantly growing in usefulness. 

The activities of Bishop Burt this past Summer can be sum- 
marized as follows: 

Eight new churches were dedicated by him, and others have 
been dedicated when he could not be present. At Hangesund, 
Norway, the municipal flag was hoisted every morning during 
Conference week in honor of the Methodists. On Sunday morn- 
ing the Bishop preached to a great congregation in the old State 
Church; and in the evening, by special request of the people, he 
preached to more than 3,000 persons in the new Cathedral. In 
the afternoon of the same Sunday Rev. Dr. A. B. Leonard, the 
Missionary Secretary of the Methodist Episcopal Church in New 
York, who was on a visit to the European Conferences, gave an 
address in the park to 4,000 persons on temperance, which made a 
profound impression. 

At Orebro, Sweden, where the entrance of Methodism forty 
years ago met with much opposition and persecution, on Con- 
ference Sunday this vear every pulpit in the city was occupied 
by Methodist preachers. The people of Sweden, and of other 
European countries, are welcoming the Methodist Church as a 
spiritualizing influence. 

Our New York friends will have the opportunity of hearing 
about the great work in Italy when Bishop Burt will preach in 
Christ’s Mission in November. We hope the friends who are in- 
terested will also go to hear him when he preaches in other 
churches. Dr. Tipple will also draw large audiences to learn of 
the work in Rome. While in Europe we expect to meet the Amer- 
ican Christian workers of other denominations, besides our Wal- 
densian friends, whose Synod at Torre Pellice, near Turin, we 


visited five years ago. 
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THE POPE'S ENCYCLICAL—MAYOR GAYNOR—THE MONASTERY AT 
INTERLAKEN 

[f these “Notes” had not already extended, so far as, perhaps, to 
tax the patience and good nature of the readers, we would like to 
comment on the latest Encyclical of Pope Pius X, addressed to 
the French hierarchy, in which he condemns the group of French 
Catholics who, since the passage of the law separating the State 
from the Church, had formed associations of young men of educa- 
tion and social position to reconcile the doctrines of the Church 
with Republican ideas. The Encyclical was published in Europe 
on August 29th, and we presume an abstract of it has appeared in 
the American press. Briefly, the Pope says not only to those 
French Catholics, who have styled themselves “The Sillon,” but to 
Romanists everywhere, you cannot be good Catholics if you allow 
republican ideas to enter your heads. If Colonel Theodore Roose- 
velt wants the Catholic vote for the Republican party at the next 
election he will have to square himself with the Vatican. 

s a 

\mong other contemporary events that we would like to refer 
to is the attempted assassination of Mavor-Gaynor of New York, 
but the good news of his complete recovery and his departure 
from the hospital for his home in Long Island, on August 28th, 
came to us the next day at Interlaken. We were at Lucerne on 
August 10th when the dreadful news was received that he had 
been shot on August 9th. This created a great sensation through- 
out Europe. Indeed, the praises of Mayor Gaynor by the Euro- 
pean press were not less eulogistic of his high character and noble 
life than the sympathetic and laudatory articles which appeared in 
the American papers. The Sunday following this dreadful out- 
rage the Rev. Dr. Tipple earnestly praved for the Mayor's recov- 
ery at the services in the Methodist Church at Lucerne. The fact 
that Mayor Gavnor had been a Roman Catholic in his youth, and 
was now a good Protestant, with all the members of his family, 
gave additional interest to our concern for his welfare. The esti- 
mate of this good man’s career, even during the eight months he 
has been Mayor of New York, has been well epitomized in the 
Philadelphia Record: 
He has been teaching Mayors all over the country what can be 
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done to break rings, to oust rascals and to secure efficiency and 
some degree of economy in the public service. 

The far-reaching influence of such an example cannot be over- 
estimated. Important as have been Mr. Gaynor’s services to New 
York, there is not an honest Mayor in the United States who has 
not derived from him an impulse in the right direction, and not a 
city where such an officer is to be found that has not shared with 
the metropolis in the benefits of devoted public service. 

As Mayor of Greater New York Mr. Gaynor has a post almost 
as conspicuous as that of the Presidency. Teaching other Mayors 
by force of example, he has also instructed millions of Americans 
in their rights and duties, many of them neglected or forgotten. 

sf SS SF 


The two Sundays we were at Interlaken we attended services of 
the United Free Church of Scotland, which were held in the chapel 
of the old monastery. Many years ago I had heard of this famous 
institution, the wealth and power of the monks and nuns, and the 
scandals that caused its suppression by the Swiss Government in 
1528. But I could not obtain the facts relating to its history until 
by good fortune I met the head master of the public school at 
Interlaken and spoke to him on the subject. He said the only 
history of the monastery was contained in the two volumes of 
“The Bernese Oberland,’ written in French by Mr. Pierre Ober, 
a member of the Grand Council of the Republic of Berne, a 
learned and distinguished man who had traversed this part of 
Switzerland for historical and scientific purposes. The good master, 
Mr. Staub, loaned me his copy, and I became so interested in its 
contents that I entreated him to procure one for me. Accordingly 
] received the two volumes from the publisher, C. J. Wyss, Berne, 
and began to translate part of the history of the monastery, which 
fills 144 pages of the first volume. In pity for the readers of THE 
CONVERTED CaTHoLic | shall not publish all that now, but it may 
be interesting reading later on. For the present suffice it to say 
that this magnificent abode of monks and nuns, which, as Mr. Ober 
says, “played such an important part in the history of Switzer- 
land, both for its great riches and the bad use it made of them,” 
was founded by the Chevalier Oberhofen in the year 1130 for fifty 
monks and nuns of the Order of St. Augustine. A church was 
also built and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

Until the dawn of the Reformation these monks and nuns had a 
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great time in this beautiful spot, surrounded by the lofty moun- 
tains, under the shadow of the snow-capped Jungfrau, which have 
made the Bernese Oberland the most attractive place in Switzer- 
land. In the course of time the beauties of nature palled upon 
these children of St. Augustine, and they began to play “hide and 
seek” in the lovely gardens and under the magnificent trees. The 
vows of celibacy were not as strictly observed as they should be by 
these monks and nuns, who, as the historian relates, could not for- 
get even while chanting their matins under the umbrageous 
foliage, with the giant Jungfrau looking down upon them, that 
they were men and women. Though the manners of the Middle 
Ages were rude and loose, this was carried too far for the people 
of Interlaken and Unterseen to overlook. They began to com- 
plain, with the result that the Swiss Government had to intervene. 
After a prolonged investigation the monastery was broken up, the 
monks and nuns sent adrift, and all the property turned over to 
the municipal authorities were sequestrated by the Government. 
The great wealth of the monastery was henceforth to be used for 
the benefit of the people, and the municipal authorities took pos- 
session of the chateau. Protestant services began to be held in 
the church, and are still continued by the National Protestant 
Church of Switzerland. The present pastor, Rev. Alexander 
Schiesser, with whom we have had several interviews, has been 
most courteous in showing us through the cloisters of the old 
monastery, which are still in an admirable state of preservation, 
and are occupied by several families, including that of the pastor 
himself. In the middle of the last century visitors to Interlaken 
began to increase in such numbers that the municipal authorities 
also gave the use of the church and chapel for Church of England 
services, and for the French Evangelical Church, and the Free 
Church of Scotland. So that now Protestant services are held in 
the old Roman Catholic monastery in the German, French and 
English languages, and are largely attended during the Summer 
months. We attended the German service, and more hearty sing- 
ing of Gospel hymns we never heard. At the second service of the 
United Free Church the minister called upon us “as an old friend” 
to take up the collection, which we were pleased to do in this once 
semi-pagan temple, now used for the glory of God and the 
proclamation of the blessed Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
We also delivered an address in French to a class of bright boys 
in the public school and received a hearty greeting from those 
Swiss lads. 

In closing these “Notes” the first week in September, I am 
happy to say that our visit to Interlaken has been the most bene- 
ficial to me in all respects since I left New York in July. 


J. A. OC. 
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Bits of Correspondence 

From New York State:—Your interesting letter came in 
due time and I have been waiting for money that was due me 
so that I could send you more than I can at present, but I 
will renew my subscription for The Converted Catholic for the 
next year, and send a small gift to help vour excellent work. 
It will take the last dollar I can put my hands on at present. I 
still feel a deep interest in Christ’s Mission, and had I the 
health and strength to get around I should try to get others 
interested in it also. I think people will awake soon to see the 
necessity of doing something for the heathen in our own land. 
It is my earnest prayer that you may long be spared to labor 
and that many may become co-workers with you. N.S 

From Missouri:—Grace be unto you and peace and love be 
multiplied. I cannot find language adequate to express my 
appreciation of the precious Magazine God is publishing 
through you and of the glorious work in which you are en- 
gaged. I wish I had some money to invest in your work and 
better to express my gratitude. Every number of The Con- 
verted Catholic is valuable, and I purpose that all shall be sent 
from our home to enlighten and emancipate some enslaved 
Roman Catholic who is perishing for just such truths as your 
Magazine contains. Oh, may God awaken the professed Pro- 
testants of our heaven favored land, and help us to do all in 
our power to spread the truth with pen and voice and money, 
to avoid if possible, the awful calamity that threatens us as a 
nation. The need of the hour is fire-baptized, Spirit-filled, 
God-anointed men and women by the hundreds, who as John 
Wesley said, “fear nothing but God, and hate nothing but 
sin,” then would we see the kingdoms of this world become 
the kingdom of our Christ, and the desert of barren hearts 
would rejoice and blossom as the rose. God bless you and 
give you marvelous success in your work. T. D. B. 

From New Mexico: The Converted Catholic is‘more and 
more interesting to me. I read it every month from cover to 
cover. God bless the work you are doing through your 
Magazine, and may it be more successful this year than it has 
ever been before. M. L. T. 
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SERVICES IN CHRIST’S MISSION 


331 West 57th Street, New York 
JAMES A. O’CONNOR, PASTOR 


‘ Sunday afternoon, Octob.r 2, the Rev. Joseph Sanderson, D.D., 
: LL.D., will be the preacher at the services in Christ’s Mission. 
i Sunday, October 9th, the Rev. Bertram M. Tipple, D.D., 


: pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Rome, Italy, will 
preach on the religious conditions in Italy. Dr. Tipple is a mem- 
ber of the New York East Conference, who has filled some of the 
largest churches in Brooklyn. He was pastor of the church in 
Stamford, Conn., one of the most prominent in the Conference, 
when he accepted the call to Rome last October. Bishop William 
Burt had long desired to have his assistance in the great work in 
Italy. All Americans will remember how nobly he has acquitted 
himself even in the brief time he has been in Rome. Dr. Tipple’s 
sermon in Christ’s Mission will be his last in New York this sea- 
, son. Bishop William Burt will preach in November. 

Other ministers and Christian workers will conduct the services 


¥ Riis tcuid Bod , oa : on 
in Christ’s Mission during Pastor O’Connor’s absence. The 
prayers of all Christian friends are earnestly requested that he 
may return to his loved work in restored health and strength. 

+ 





Rev. B. M. Tipple, Pastor Methodist Church in Rome. 
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KIND WORDS OF THE EDITOR 


While the Editor of THE ConverTep CATHOLIC is absent on 
his vacation in Europe his friends will be pleased to read the fol- 
lowing, which appeared in the New York Daily Press, July 3, 
1g10: 


HE REV. JAMES A. O’CONNOR, founder and pastor 

of Christ’s Mission, No. 331 West Fifty-seventh street, 

near Broadway, will spend his vacation in observing the 
progress of evangelical work in Europe, especially the movement 
in Austria and the Protestant work in France. He leaves for 
Rotterdam, Holland, on July 5, and will return in September. 

Another Presbyterian minister, the Rev. Dr. John Hall, of the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, used to say in the arduous 
years that preceded his death that were it not for his long, regu- 
lar summer vacations abroad he could not endure the strain. 
Pastor O’Connor since the organization of his work in 1879 has 
been as indefatigable both in summer and winter zeal as he has 
been reticent with regard to his personal needs and physical fa- 
tigues. Observed several months ago by a man of superb talent, 
cosmopolitan outlook and profound sympathetic insight, Dr. 
O’Connor in the midst of his spirited labors unconconsciously gave 
the impression of overwork. 

“The dear man is tired out. He ought to rest,” wrote this 
observer to a friend. But the tasks piled up, and brilliantly, 
as usual, the work went on. There has been no break, no 
illness. But medical friends, in order to prevent serious 
breakdown, ordered complete rest this summer—such rest as 
many pastors never fail to take annually; such rest, indeed, 
as Pastor O’Connor took five years ago, when he went to 
France through the kindness of friends, at the time of the 
passage of the law separating the Church and the State, and 
renewed his youth visiting that country, where he had been 
at school in his boyhood at the Seminary of St. Sulpice, pre- 
paring for the Roman Catholic priesthood. 

In courtesy, tact, diplomatic discrimination and social 
repartee Pastor O’Connor has strongly marked characteristics 
of the French. Other nationalities are as strongly repre- 








; 
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sented, especially in capacity for ceaseless work, in the char- 
acter of this scholarly, patriotic American preacher. 
The Christo-centric movement of the present age, felt more 


‘ SD y, 


oo 





Rev. James A. O'Connor. 


or less as an influence beneath all creeds, early impressed 
“Father” O’Connor, and, repudiating all obstacles of inter- 
mediary penances, indulgences, intercessions of saints or 
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clergy, he accepted (and has steadfastly believed it his duty 
to preach) direct approach, confession and supplication to 
Jesus Christ, the great High Priest, alone. He had a joyful 
experience, and has been “instant, in season and out of season,” 
to share it with others, and many inquirers have traveled far 
to learn at Christ’s Mission of the simple teaching of his 
Reformed Catholic movement. The work of Christ’s Mission 
and of the monthly Magazine entitled THe Convertep CaTu- 
oLic have in their details taxed heavily the working power of Dr. 
O’Connor. 

For the first ten years of the movement he held evangelisti 
services in the great hall of Masonic Temple and other rented 
buildings. In 1891 the building No. 142 West Twenty-first 
Street was purchased and a mortgage for $17,000 on the prop- 
erty was assumed. This was finally paid, and in 1906 that 


1 
} 


was sold for $28,000 and the present commodious building 
was bought, on which a mortgage of $22,500 was assumed, 
less than one-third its value. The amount of $7,500 was 
expended in alterations, repairs and other expenses, including 


$3,500 interest on mortgage. At the end of last year, the 


effort to have the mortgage of $22,500 paid, and a few months 
ago the sum of only $15,000 was needed to free the Mission 
from debt. It has never been Pastor O’Connor’s custom to 
appeal in person for funds, nor has he worried friends or the 
public begging money. But the last two years have been 
strenuous ones and have told upon his vitality. Pastor O’Con- 
nor was accompanied on his trip abroad by Mrs. O’Connor, and, it 
is confidently believed, will return in the fall with renewed 
strength and vigor to his work, in which, associated with him as 
trustees, are William Campbell, Albert B. King, the Rev. Dr. 
David J. Burrell and the Rev. Dr. Robert S. MacArthur. 





From Pennsylvania: —I am much interested in the work you 
are doing, and I want to let you know that I often think of you 
as you are standing for truth and true Christian Gospel, and 
I mean to take my stand, also, for the protection of the Prot- 
estant Churches of the Reformation against the encroachments 
of Roman Catholicism. W. K. F. 

















~~ 
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The Old Catholic Movement 


In the Editor’s “European Notes” reference is made to Dr. 
Doellinger, the great German ecclesiastical historian, as one of 
the founders of the Old Catholic movement. This learned man 
had been honored by the Roman Catholic Church until he pro- 
tested against the dogma of Papal Infallibility which had been 
decreed by the Vatican Council in 1870. When in speech and 
writing he denounced this blasphemous assumption of the Divine 
prerogative he was promptly excommunicated. But Dr. Doel- 
linger did not confine his criticisms of Roman dogma to the 
Vatican decree. He went further and attacked many other claims 
of Rome to supremacy in the Church of Christ. Finally he de- 
clared that German Catholics should come out of the Roman 
Church and establish Catholic churches in harmony with the 
Scriptures and the usages of the early Christian churches, before 
the corruptions and superstitions of the Middle Ages had been 
introduced. Though the State churches in Germany, Holland and 
Switzerland were Protestant—Lutheran, Dutch Reformed and 
Swinglian—the Governments of those countries welcomed this 
secession from Rome and gave encouragement and aid to the 
communities desiring to establish “O 


ld Catholic” churches. 

The movement is essentially Protestant, but the people like the 
old name of “Catholic,” and vigorously protest against the ex- 
clusive assumption of that title by the Papal Church. 

In England at the present time many priests are looking to the 
Old Catholic movement as a way out of Rome without ceasing 
to be Catholics in the true historical sense. Protestantism, in its 
world-wide diffusion of sound Scriptural doctrine, is universal, 
that is, Catholic, and the Protestants of England sympathetically 
regard this movement among the English priests. Under the 
heading “Papal Infallibility—English Priests Suspended,” the 
London Daily Telegraph, August 30, 1910, had the following 
article: 


Some commotion has been occasioned in Roman Catholic circles 
in the Nottingham Diocese by the decisive action of Bishop 
srindle regarding two priests—Father Beale, of St. Edmund’s, 
Nottingham, and Father Howarth, of Corby, Grantham—who 
have been suspended from ecclesiastical powers and faculties, fol- 
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lowing upon their recent claim to consecration as bishops by an 
authority which is not recognized by the Holy See. 

The bishop’s action has been resented, Father Howarth charac- 
terizing it as uncanonical and unfilial, both he and Father Beale 
refusing to recognize his lordship’s suspension of them, or, at 
least, whilst the matter is under the personal consideration of the 
Pope, to whom an appeal has been made. 

The trustees, however, of whom the bishop is one, caused St. 
Edmund’s to be closed on Sunday night, and although then too 
late to take action at Corby, official information is forthcoming 
from the cathedral authorities at Nottingham that a similar course 
will be adopted there without delay, pending a settlement of the 
question. 

From inquiries made in London, it appears that the cause of 
offense is that these bishops united in Divine worship with Bishop 
Mathew of the Old Catholic Church, and that they applied to him 
for, and accepted, solemn episcopal consecration. It is anticipated 
that both “prelates” will now unite in the work of the Old Catholic 
Church. The prineipal and important differences between the 
Roman Catholic and the Old Catholic churches are that the latter 
consider the definition of the Papal infallibility to be a “heresy,” 
and that they allow the marriage of the clergy and the use of the 
vernacular in the Church services. 

A movement among some of the Roman Catholic clergy in 
England and in Ireland who are discontented with the methods of 
the Italian Curia, is said to be in course of formation, and interest- 
ing developments in the direction of Old Catholicism may be ex- 
pected at an early date. In anticipation of a very large accession 
to their ranks, Bishop Mathew and his clergy are prosecuting a 
vigorous appeal for funds for the erection of churches, etc., in 
connection with their work. 

It must be gratifying to every Christian who loves the Bible 
and ardently desires the spread of the Gospei to see those who 
have been in the bondage of Rome coming into the light and 
liberty of the children of God. “The heathen in his blindness, 
who bows down to wood and stone,” is only less ignorant of the 
way of salvation through Jesus Christ alone than the average 
Roman Catholic. 


From Connecticut :—Enclosed please find the renewal of our 
subscription. You are doing a splendid work. I wish I could 
do something better than commend it and pray for it. I am 
sure you have the mind of the Spirit and that He is directing 
you in your work. in Ba Be 
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Rome’s Intrigues in Protestant Families 


The following letter, recently received, shows what Jesuitism 
is doing in our country. When will Protestant Americans 
wake up and be on their guard to protect their homes 
and families? This peril is at their very doors, and they 
know it—or at least their fathers knew it, and God’s 
blessing rested upon these pioneers in the development of 
our country. The children have profited in material pos- 
sessions by the faith and industry of those who went before, 
but those Protestant heroes knew that their great strength 
lay in their union with Christ and the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. Unless the Lord be sought in prayer and penitence 
by the Protestants of America, a day of reckoning is surely 
coming for our country, through the growing influence and 
power of Jesuitism, which is the very essence of the policy 
and procedure of the Roman Catholic Church in the United 
States, in this second decade of the Twentieth Century. 


THE SORROWS OF A PROTESTANT FATHER 


Dear Pastor O’Connor:—I write on a very important mat- 
ter. A gentleman here, whose name is ———~ ———, mar- 
ried a Roman Catholic woman. They were married by a 
Protestant Episcopal minister. They set up a home, and 
all seemed to go well until the wife’s mother, who, by the 
way, is one of the most pitiless and bitter Roman Catholics 
I have ever known, came to live with them. As the wee 
family arrived, each in turn was baptized by a clergyman of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. But afterwards, the mother- 
in-law worked the game of Rome in the family, and in the 
father’s absence, with the assistance of the mother, she 
brought up all those children as Roman Catholics. So suc- 
cessfully has this work been done in secret—the mother 
playing innocence with the father—that the older children 
have both been secretly confirmed in the Roman Catholic 
Church, and the others declare themselves good Catholics. 
So well have these people done their work that the father 
says he never even suspected them, as every hour he has had 
with his children he has taught them simple prayers and 
read the Bible to them. 
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The Spanish Marked Testament 


We beg to call attention to the announcement of the Bible 
House of Los Angeles on page 3 of the cover. The circulation 
of this Spanish Marked Testament will do great good in all 
countries where that language is spoken. 

Writing on this subject, the Rev. W. W. McConnell, of the 
Central American Mission, says: 

“Nineteen years ago the Lord called me to serve Him as a 
missionary in Central America, among the Roman Catholics, and 
with my faithful wife I have labored there almost continuously 
since that time. We found a religious people, worshipping God 
and ‘the saints’ according to the traditions and doctrines and 
commandments of men. We found many people -sincere as to 
their desire to obey the Roman Church and get to heaven via 
purgatory, where all true Catholics believe they must burn; but 
we have never found, seen nor even heard of one who had re- 
ceived from that Church any true Gospel light. The Bible was 
an unknown book among the masses of the population, until cir- 
culated among them by the Bible societies and missionaries. That 
Christ is the only Saviour of sinners, giving a full and free salva- 
tion to those who believe in Him, they had never heard. 

“All who are at all familiar with the theology of the Roman 
Catholic Church can readily understand the spiritual blindness of 
the people, and the need of spreading the light of the Gospel 
among them.” 


From New York State: We have taken The Converted 
Catholic ever since it was first published. We became inter- 
ested in your work by reading your letters to Cardinal Mc- 
Closkey in the New York Witness many years ago. I would 
be very glad to do more to help in so good a cause. My 
prayer is that there may be many more brought to know the 
Gospel as it is in Jesus this year than ever before. S. L. 


From Pennsylvania: —Being a converted Italian Roman 
Catholic, I take much interest in reading your very interesting 
Magazine, which I find a great help to me in many things. 


o. Ee Bs 
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Editor O’Connor’s Letters to Cardinal 
Gibbons 


EIGHTH SERIES 
No. 18. 


SWITZERLAND, October, 1910. 

S1r :—This letter will reach you after the Eucharistic Congress 
has closed its sessions in Montreal. I presume you had a con- 
spicuous part in that affair, but notwithstanding that you are the 
only American Cardinal, your position was subordinate to that of 
Cardinal Vincenzo Vannutelli, the personal representative of 
Pius X—quasi persona Pape—who is supposed to carry with him 
across the ocean all Papal powers, faculties, indulgences and dis- 
pensations. The London Daily Telegraph announced his depar- 
ture in this paragraph: 

Cardinal Vincenzo Vannutelli, the Papal Legate to the Euchar- 
istic Congress, to be held in Montreal, September 7-11, sails for 
Canada in the Empress of Ireland on Friday, August 26th. His 


Eminence will be accompanied by a suite of 105 persons, consist- 
ing of various clerical dignitaries, canons and abbés. 


You, with your few attendants, must have cut a sorry figure by 
the side of such a man with his princely retinue. The people at 
home account you an important personage, but, dear me, you are 
nowhere in comparison with this great man. As Papal Legate, 
Vannutelli speaks with the voice of the Pope, much more directly 
and forcibly than a delegate like Falconio, or any other member of 
the hierarchy. Even Satolli, the first Papal delegate to the United 
States, who died some months ago, and who scared you all nearly 
to death while he was with you, had not as much power and 
authority as Vannutelli. [ doubt not there was a great scramble 
among the hierarchy to curry favor with him. Archbishop Ire- 
land, of course, whispered into his ear his hopes of getting the 
Cardinal’s hat, but it is certain that the Legate told him there was 
no chance at this time for any friend of Colonel Roosevelt’s. The 
Pope could never forget nor forgive the snub he had received 
from the ex-President when the latter was in Rome in April. But 
Dr. Ireland would doubtless reply that Mr. Roosevelt was now 
making up for that slight. Did he not recently dine with the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Scranton when he visited the coal 
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miners of Pennsylvania, and did he not sleep in the priest’s house 
at Wilkes-Barre the same night? And had he not promised to 
deliver a speech to the Knights of Columbus at their meeting in 
Peoria, Ill., in October? And when a large delegation of the 
Knights visited the Pope in Rome during the Summer, did they 
not tell the Holy Father that Roosevelt was all right? 

Other arguments by Archbishop Ireland in his plea for the hat, 
such as his abuse of the Methodists in Rome, his strenuous labors 
in trying to make it appear that the Roman Church could be in 
harmony with Republican principles, had no effect on Vannutelli, 
who hinted that Farley of New York or O’Connell of Boston had 
a better chance of the hat. 

After the meeting in Montreal the next great function for Van- 
nutelli will be at the consecration of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New 
York. Then Archbishop Farley will put forth his claims to be 
enrolled as a prince of the Church. In this he will be backed by 
the politicians and wealthy Roman Catholics of the city. A hint 
will be given to the Legate that a large amount of money—maybe 
a million dollars—will find its way into the Papal treasury if 
Farley should be promised the red hat. No one knows better than 
you, Cardinal, what money can doin Rome. I have it on the high- 
est authority that Archbishop Ireland declared a few years ago, 
when he was going to Rome, that if he received $50,000 he would 
return to America a full-fledged Cardinal. Needless to say, he 
did not get the money. I could give the details of this transaction, 
names, date, and place, if necessary. But you know that what I 
say is true, and you would only scornfully laugh at the suggestion 
that Roman bishops are not capable of such simony. History tells 
us that in former times many a Cardinal bought his way and 
fought his way into the See of Rome. If Ireland or Farley could 
buy a Cardinal’s hat he might become Pope, the Vicar of Christ 
on earth, and dispenser of all the merits and mercies of the Son of 
God. That is the teaching of your Church regarding the Pope’s 
powers. You say the Pope is the successor of Peter the Apostle. 
But do you not remember what Peter, who never was a Pope or 
anything of the kind, said to Simon the sorcerer when the latter 
offered money, saying, “Give me also this power, that on whomso- 
ever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.” 
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“Then Peter said unto him, thy money perish with thee, because 
thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with 
money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter; for thy 
heart is not right in the sight of God.” (Acts 8:19-21.) 

As I have said, Cardinal, no one knows better than you what 
money can do and has done at Rome. I do not believe you bought 
your red hat, but you know well that Archbishop Ireland is not the 
only member of the hierarchy who would use money to buy his 
way into the highest position in the Roman Church. The whole 
world knows the poverty of the Church in Italy, especially since 
the Pope was deprived of his temporal power. The Curia needs 
money, a great deal of it, to maintain the dignity of a court, and 
no questions are ever asked a man who brings it there how he got 
it. The Papal appetite for money is voracious, and the Italians are 
too poor to gratify it. The leading Italian paper, // Corriere della 
Sera, of Milan, in its issue of September 2, 1910, in a long despatch 
from Rome, referred to the condition of the parish priests, whose 
income amounts to only eight or nine hundred lire, that is, $160 
or $180, a year. The Pope and his Cardinals cannot fill their 
purses from such a revenue. So they look to America as their only 
hope of keeping the Church alive—that is, maintaining their own 
positions as rulers of the Church, for without Pope and Cardinals 
there could be no Roman Catholic Church. Therefore, you all 
in the Roman ranks in the United States have to pay well for the 
titles and dignities bestowed upon you by the “Holy Father,” and 
the people have to pay for the “dispensations” you give them in his 
name. I remember when I was a priest of your Church it was the 
rule that no dispensation could be granted without a pecuniary 
equivalent. This was sometimes called an “alms.” A poor person 
who would say to the bishop or priest, “I want a dispensation 
badly and I have no money to pay for it, but I will pray for you, 
holy father,” would be told that such an exchange would not be 
valid. Vannutelli, having plenary Papal powers, will return to 
Rome with much money in exchange for the promises of ecclesi- 
astical promotions, and the dispensations and absolutions for “re- 
served cases,” which he says he alone, while in America, has 
power to grant. You know the Pope has reserved to himself the 
power to give absolution for the violation of certain rules of the 
Church. These are specified in the “faculties” given to priests at 
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their ordination. When a person who has broken one of these 
rules goes to confession, the priest will say, “I cannot give you 
absolution for that sin; it is a reserved case.” Now, as Van- 
nutelli in his American tour has all faculties and powers directly 
from the Pope’s hand, and the Pope is supposed to be the execu- 
tive of the divine power, we can see what an enviable position the 
Legate occupies. You may be sure he will make you all pay for 
whatever services he renders or promises he makes. 

What effect Vannutelli’s visit will have in the United States, 
outside of ecclesiastical circles, I cannot estimate at this distance. 
But the American people should know something of the despotism 
of which this Italian Papal Legate is the representative. I find 
on this subject a chapter in the book recently published, “Letters 
to His Holiness Pope Pius X,” by a Modernist, which is illumi- 
nating. I referred to this book and the learned author—one of 
the Paulist Fathers—in the August CONVERTED CATHOLIC, and 
shall do so again, for it is a work that should be widely circulated. 
[ would like to see a copy in the hands of every young American 
priest and intelligent Catholic layman. 

In Letter XIII, under the caption, “Italian Absolution,” the 
author says: 

Were a despotism the mildest and most beneficent in the world, 
it would be intolerable to men of spirit and intelligence. ‘ 
Were the Roman Curia the wisest bureaucracy in the. world the 
modern age would reject it for its despotic principle and constitu- 
tion. For it is wholly unrepresentative ; it is utterly foreign to 
practically every country but Italy. To every other nation on 
earth it is an exclusive corporation, it is an alien rule, it is a type 
of government only one remove from slavery, it is an example 
of that irresponsible power which civilization has outgrown and 
must cast aside. Italians alone to pass supreme judgment upon 
our concerns; Italians alone to revise every important detail of 
ecclesiastical policy; Italians alone to suggest or approve what- 
ever legislation we frame for our local needs; Italians alone as 
Delegates, dubbed “Apostolic” in nearly every country of the 


world; Italians and Italianism everywhere interfering, every- 
where supreme! * * * 


After all, why are Italians thus favored? Are they divinely 
called to the hegemony of the world, as Israel conceived itself to 
be? Some ultra-Papists may think so, but ultra-Papists have 
long ceased to have the slightest influence in the intellectual do- 
main. Have Italians made of their monopoly such a success as 
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would lead all other nations to yield preéminence to them? Far 
from it. From the time that Catholicism began to be overlaid 
with Italianism, Catholicism has been steadily following the path 
of decline. It is moribund, even in that very Italy which should 
show the greatest benefits of the present régime, if it conferred 
any benefits at all. * * * By tradition, by study, by training, by 
an absolutely unequalled obstructionism to adaptability or change, 
the Vatican politicians are not only monarchical but autocratic, 
not only authoratic but theocratic. What reason on earth, then, 
justifies their supreme control of England or America? No 
reason whatever. Every just consideration drawn either from 
common-sense or political philosophy leads to the conclusion that 
the Papal administration is anomalous, monstrous, intolerable. 
Neither does it bear the least resemblance to a government 
founded on the Gospel, wherein we are bidden not to dominate 
but to serve, not to impose ourselves upon others but to consider 
others as equally deserving with ourselves. It is to be feared that 
the Italian Curia insists upon its exclusive character in order to 
feed a lust for power which, despite its long abiding in fat places, 
is still voracious, and in order to maintain in defiance of historic 
evolution the theocracy of Hildebrand and Innocent III. 

The considerations just given would call, we say, for a miti- 
gation of Italianism, even were the Papal rule the mildest and 
most tolerant conceivable. But when we examine its practical 
operation we are forced to regard it as not anly degrading in 
principle, but as infamous in effect; we are constrained to ad- 
judge it a mischief, an insult and a menace to every independent 
state. To go no further back than the present and the immedi- 
ately preceding Pontificates, we discoverer such instances of 
Rome’s tyranny, outrage, and defiance of every idea which a free 
people cherishes, that we must protest against them, or else con- 
fess outright that we are either infants incapable of self-respect, 
or slaves who never possessed it. * * * 

Let me not enlarge, for instance, upon the fate of our so-called 
Catholic University at Washington, which appears to be now about 
to draw, its last breath, principally because the curse of Italian 
tyranny and Roman intrigue fell upon its cradle. Neither will 
I dilate upon the affairs of “Americanism,” in which Rome, ab- 
solutely without consulting our prelates, proceeded to lecture us 
concerning certain tendencies which were dangerous forsooth! 
Whether from Rome’s point of view the lecture was needed or 
not, a decent regard for a justly proud and independent people 
should have counselled the getting of advice and monition from 
this side of the Atlantic. * * * 

And should any man who was born free and who intends in 
spite of the Papacies to die free, say a word or write a line of 
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protest, we are treated to another allocution on the evils of these 
disobedient days, and another supplication to the Virgin to fulfil 
the office which the Papacy has grotesquely assigned to her, of 
destroying all the heresies of the world! 


Sovereign Pontiff, you are the instrument of the worst des- 
potism in the world. You would make the nations obedient to 
the Gospel, but as a first step you demand of them to cast away 
their inheritance of liberty and bend their foreheads to the dust 
before a bureaucracy of Italian tyrants. If you cannot see the 
disaster beneath these contradictions, you are blind to the clearest 
light of our time. 

You know, Cardinal, that what this man says is true. He was 
a priest of your Church a few months ago, but as an honorable 
man and American citizen he must come out of it. 


Yours truly, James A. O'Connor. 


The conservative Congregational paper, the Chicago Advance, 
May 26, 1910, said: “The bound volume of THE CONVERTED 
CatTuotic for 1909 should be in all libraries.” 

We are pleased to say that some of the, great universities give 
an honored place in their libraries to this Magazine. It is read 
not only by Protestants of all denominations, but by Catholics, 
and many of the latter have been led by some of its articles to 
take a different view of Roman Catholicism than the traditional 
one which had been imposed on them from their youth, even 


if they have not publicly announced their secession from the 
Roman Church. 


Form of Bequest to Christ’s Mission 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized in the City of 
New York, acccording to the Laws of the State of New York, the sum 
of $........to be applied to the use and purposes of said Mission. 
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